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new era. In the nearly 3 years since the at-
tacks, we have waged a steady, relentless, de-
termined war on terrorists. We're fighting
them in foreign lands so we do not have to
face them here in America, and we are taking
unprecedented steps to defend the home-
land. Since September 2001, America and
our allies have captured or killed thousands
of terrorists, removed terrorist regimes in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, convinced Libya to give
up its weapons of mass destruction, and put
the world’s most dangerous nuclear trading
network out of business. We’re chasing down
terrorist enemies abroad and within our own
borders.

On the homefront, we have dismantled
terrorist cells and prosecuted terrorist sup-
porters from California to Florida to Massa-
chusetts. As the Chairman of the 9/11 Com-
mission, Tom Kean, said this week, “We are
safer today than we were on 9/11.” But as
Governor Kean also noted, “The danger to
America has not passed.” In a vast, free soci-
ety such as ours, there is no such thing as
perfect security. And no matter how good
our defenses are, a determined enemy can
still strike us. Yet all Americans can be cer-
tain our Government is using every resource
and technological advantage we have to pre-
vent future attacks.

We have created a new Department of
Homeland Security with a single mission,
protecting the American people. We have es-
tablished better communications networks to
make information on rapidly emerging
threats available to local officials in real time.
We are transforming the FBI into an agency
whose primary focus is stopping terrorism.
And we created a new Northern Command
in the Department of Defense with the mis-
sion of defending the American homeland.

To better protect the country, we have
posted Homeland Security personnel at for-
eign ports, beefed up airport and seaport se-
curity at home, and instituted better visa
screening for those entering our country. We
have placed state-of-the-art equipment in
major cities to detect biological agents and
stockpiled enough smallpox vaccine for every
American, in case of an emergency. And this
week, I signed a new law establishing Project
BioShield, which will speed the development
of new vaccines and treatments against bio-
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logical agents that could be used in a terrorist
attack.

On Thursday, I visited with first-respond-
ers at the Northeastern Illinois Public Safety
Training Academy. I thanked them for their
service and assured them that America will
give them the tools they need to do their
jobs. Since September of 2001, my adminis-
tration has provided more than $13 billion
to equip and train more than a half a million
first-responders across America.

There’s still more to do. As Commander
in Chief, it is critical that I receive the best
intelligence to defend the American people.
The 9/11 Commission’s recommendations
will help guide our efforts as we work to pro-
tect the homeland. And we can be confident,
although the threats of this new century are
dangerous, America has the resources, the
strength, and the resolve to overcome them.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:56 a.m. on
July 23 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 24. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 23 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Proclamation 7804—Anniversary of
the Americans With Disabilities Act,
2004

July 26, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA) marked a milestone in our Na-
tion’s quest to guarantee the civil rights of
all citizens. The ADA is a success story that
has strengthened the foundation for an
America where we celebrate the talents and
abilities of every person.

On the 14th anniversary of this landmark
legislation, we recognize the important
progress the ADA has brought about for our
citizens and our Nation. Today, individuals
with disabilities are better able to develop
meaningful skills, engage in productive work,
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and participate fully in society. Yet, our work
is not finished. The millions of Americans
with disabilities continue to face both phys-
ical barriers and false perceptions. Removing
those obstacles requires a determined and fo-
cused commitment to the goals of the ADA:
equality of opportunity, economic self-suffi-
ciency, full participation, and independent
living.

My Administration continues its work to
achieve these goals. My New Freedom Initia-
tive, announced in February 2001, sets out
a comprehensive strategy for the full integra-
tion of people with disabilities into all aspects
of American life. The Department of Justice
has established the ADA Business Connec-
tion to build partnerships between the busi-
ness community and people with disabilities.
This program helps increase voluntary com-
pliance with the ADA and brings individuals
with disabilities into the mainstream of our
economy. Through Project Civic Access, we
have reached agreements with cities and
towns across the country to ensure that peo-
ple with disabilities are integrated into com-
munity life. In addition, I have signed execu-
tive orders that remove barriers to equal op-
portunities faced by people with disabilities.

On July 22, 2004, I signed an Executive
Order that makes government agencies re-
sponsible for properly taking into account
agency employees and customers with dis-
abilities in emergency preparedness planning
and coordination with other government en-
tities. To help coordinate this effort, the Ex-
ecutive Order establishes the Interagency
Coordinating Council on Emergency Pre-
paredness and Individuals with Disabilities.

I also signed an Executive Order on Feb-
ruary 24, 2004, to improve transportation for
people who are transportation-disadvan-
taged, including people with disabilities. This
order helps Federally assisted community
transportation services provide seamless,
comprehensive, and accessible transportation
services to people who rely on transportation
services for their lives and livelihood.

My Administration has also begun imple-
menting the recommendations of the New
Freedom Commission on Mental Health.
The Commission was established by Execu-
tive Order and its report lays out steps that
can be taken to improve mental health serv-
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ices and support for people of all ages with
mental illness.

By striving to ensure that no American is
denied access to employment, education,
cultural activities, or community life because
of a disability, we strengthen our Nation.
Through these and other efforts, we will con-
tinue to build on the progress of the ADA,
and, by doing so, hold fast to our Nation’s
faith in the promise and potential of every
person.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2004, as
a day in celebration of the 14th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
upon all Americans to celebrate the contribu-
tions people with disabilities make to Amer-
ica and to renew our commitment to uphold-
ing the fundamental principles of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., July 29, 2004]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 30.

Statement on the Methane to
Markets Partnership

July 28, 2004

Today the United States and several major
international partners are forming the Meth-
ane to Markets Partnership, a new and inno-
vative program to increase energy security,
improve environmental quality, and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions throughout the
world. The United States will commit up to
$53 million to the Partnership over the next
5 years. To date, Australia, India, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom
have agreed to participate as founding part-
ners, along with the United States.



